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his uncle Warwick, was refused. Meanwhile his Euro-
pean reputation brought invitations, which prudence
bade him reject. One of these arrived from Don
Antonio of Portugal, a bastard pretender to that king-
dom, calling upon Philip Sidney to join his forces.
The life at Court, onerous by reason of its expenditure,
tedious through indolence and hope deferred, sweetened
chiefly by the companionship of Greville and Dyer, wore
tiresomely on. And over all these months wavered the
fascinating vision of Stella, now a wife, to whom
Phillisides was paying ardent homage. It may well be
called a dangerous passage in his short life, the import
of which we shall have to fathom when we take up Astro-
phel and Stella for perusal. Courtly monotony had its
distractions. The French match, for instance, afforded
matter for curiosity and mild excitement. This reached
its climax when the Duke of. Anjou arrived in person.
He came in November, and stayed three months. When
he left England in February 1582, the world knew that
this project of a marriage for Elizabeth was at an end.
Sidney, with the flower of English aristocracy, attended
the French prince to Antwerp. There he was pro-
claimed Duke of Brabant, and welcomed with shows of
fantastic magnificence. We may dismiss all further
notice of him from the present work, with the mention
of his death in 1584. It happened on the first of June,
preceding the Prince of Orange's assassination by just
one month. People thought that Anjou also had been
murdered.

The greater part of the year 1582 is a blank in
Philip's biography. We only know that he was fre-
quently absent from the Court, and in attendance on hisrned
